
 

 
FireSmart Community Workshop: Pile Burns and Breakfast 
May 23, 2019, 8:00-10:30am, private residence, Dry Creek 
This workshop was funded by PG&E’s Resilient Community Better Together 
Grant and by Sonoma Water.  A big thank you to Arlene Naschke for 
hosting, Raymond Baltar from Sonoma Ecology Center and the Sonoma Biochar Initiative for the great 
pile burns demo; and Marshall Turbeville from Geyserville Fire Protection District for educating us on 
permitted burning. 
 
Highlights: 

● Community members shared a potluck breakfast, and discussed current efforts and hopes for 
increasing the fire resiliency of their “roadshed.” 

● Raymond Balthar, of the Sonoma Biochar Initiative, showed us how to build and conduct a pile 
burn. Pile burning is an efficient way to convert deadwood and underbrush to useable biochar, 
when done properly and at the right time.  

● Characteristics of a pile burn: 
○ They burn from the top down instead of the bottom up, greatly reducing smoke. A 

correctly done pile burn emits mostly CO2 and water vapor. 
○ Pile burns, if extinguished at the right time, produce biochar, which can be used in 

combination with compost as a soil amendment. 
● Marshall Turbeville of Geyserville Fire Protection District shared an app called Pulse Point, which 

lets users know about controlled burns and wildfires in an area, distinguishing between them. 
 

Raymond Balthar, Sonoma Water and Sonoma Biochar                Marshall Turbeville, Geyserville Fire Protection District 
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Community members share breakfast                                                        Creating a burn pile 
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                                        Ignition!                                                                                           Fire Marshal Turbeville at the ready 

 
                                                                                               Raymond Balthar extinguishes it at the right time for biochar 
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     Raking the coals to evenly distribute heat 

 
                                                  Biochar! 

 
                                                                                   How to create a pile burn 
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Thank you! 

5 


