The Cennelie Environmeniel Ferming Act ©f 1995
Food end Agricuiiurel Code Seciions 580-568

Declarations:
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Celifornie egriculivre significently coniributes 10 the economy end the ecosysiem.
Environmentel laws should be besed on the best scieniific evidence geihered
from public end priveie sources.

Best ecieniilic evidence should incluce ihe nel envircnmeniel impect proviced by
soriculiure. :

Acdilionel research is necesseary 1o acecueiely inventory the impact thei
agriculiure has on the environment.

Recopnition should be efforded 1o egriculivrel eclivities thal produce & net benefi
for ihe environment,

Overview:
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3.

CDFA shall esteblish and oversee an envircnmenial farming program thet
provides incentives {o farmers whose praclices promote the weil-being of
ecosyslems, air guelity, and wildlife and their hebitat.

CDFAmay essist in the compilation of scientific evidence from public and priveie
sources, including the scientific communily, industry, conservealion crgznizalions,
end federal, siele, and jocel egencies identitving the net environmeniel impecis
thet agriculiure cregtes for the environment. The depertment shell serve es the
gepository of this informetion and provide it 1o federel, slale, and locel
governmenis, as needes.

CDFA shall conduct the sclivities with existing resources.

Panel Membership:
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6.

Pene! members shell be highly guelified end professionelly active or engeged in
the conduc! of scientific research.
Members shell serve & term of three vears.
The Secretery of CDFA shali appoird three members
g. Allezsl one of these membere shell heve & minimum of five vears of
fraining and experience in the field of agriculivre and shell represent
proguction egricuiture.
The Secretary of Cel/EFPA shell appoint one member who hae & minimum of five
years of fraining and experience in the field of humean hesalth or environmental
science.
The Secrelery of Neiurel Rescurces shell eppoint one member who hes &
minimum o¢f five years of training end experience in the field of resource
menagement.
The Panel may esiablish ad hoc commitiees

Penel Duties:
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The secrelary shell convene & five-member Scieniific Advisory Panel on
Environmentel Farming ("The Penel”).
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2. The Penel will zdvise and assist federzl, slate, end locel povernment agencies
ory iscuefr relafing 1o air, waier, end wildlife by
Reviewing oziz on the impact thal agriculiure hag on the environmeni and
i. Recommending ic epproprigie sleie agencies dale that the penel
epproves ee scieniifically valio,

1. A siete apency thet receives dzle recommended by the
panel may adopt end incorporaie the daie into the
epproprigle program.

2. 11 e siale agency does not ulilize the dala recommended by
the panel, it shall provide the panel with & writien statement
of reesons for not uiilizing the dala.

ii. Assisling government agencies 1o incorporaie benefits into
environmenieal regulalory programe.
b. Compiling the net en\rlronmen‘m! lmpacis thel agriculiure creaies for the
environment
¢. Researching, reviewing, anc comme‘n’ting on dale upon which proposed
environmente! policies and regulaiory programs are based 10
i. Ensure thal the environmeniel impacts of acncuiiurai activilies ere
zccuraiely portreyed and
ii. Teidentify incentives thel may be providea 1o encourage
agricultural preclices with environmental benefits.



